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OVERVIEW



THE PROGRAMME FAMILY

The EU supports 13 
European Transnational 
Cooperation Programmes

• Northern Periphery
• Baltic Sea
• North West Europe 
• North Sea 
• Atlantic Coast
• Alpine Space
•• Central EuropeCentral Europe
• South West Europe
• Mediterranean
• South East Europe
• Caribbean Area
• Açores-Madeira-Canarias 
• Indian Ocean Area



EUROPEAN TERRITORIAL 
COOPERATION

● Is supported by the EU to promote regional 
competitiveness, excellence and sustainability 
(Lisbon and Gothenburg agenda)

● Aims to reduce economic and social 
disparities, improves competitiveness and 
mobilise the growth potential of cities and 
regions

● Is not just about cooperation, it is about 
relevant, high-quality and innovative projects 
that promise real benefits and results



EUROPEAN TERRITORIAL 
COOPERATION

CENTRAL EUROPE Programme:

• Promotes economic, environmental and social 
development in Central Europe

• Makes € 231 million available to support 
projects involving cooperation between 
national, regional and local actors

• Supports joint actions in the fields of 
innovation, accessibility, environment and 
competitiveness    



PROGRAMME GOALS

● Strengthening territorial cohesion 

● Promoting internal integration

● Enhancing competitiveness of Central Europe



CENTRAL EUROPE
PROGRAMME AREA



PROGRAMME MANAGEMENT



PROGRAMME PRIORITIES

• P1 – Facilitating innovation across 
Central Europe

• P2 - Improving accessibility of, and
within, Central Europe

• P3 – Using our environment responsibly

• P4 – Enhancing competitiveness and
attractiveness of cities and regions



P1: FACILITATING INNOVATION

Aims:

• Improve climate for innovation in all regions

• Make better use of innovation potentials

• Build up favourable framework conditions

• Build up capabilities for the effective transfer 
and application of innovation

• Foster knowledge development



P2: IMPROVING ACCESSIBILITY

Aims:

• Improving accessibility – a precondition for 
economic development

• Reducing disparities in programme area

• Promote information and communication 
technology based solutions as well as non 
technology based solutions for enhancing 
access

• Foster interconnectivity and intermodality for 
higher efficiency of transport



P3: USING OUR ENVIRONMENT 
RESPONSIBLY

Aims:

• More and responsible use and better 
preservation of environment

• Manage and protect natural resources

• Support the use of environmentally friendly 
technologies

• Reduce the risk of natural and man made 
hazards

• Support use of renewable energy and increase 
energy efficiency



P4: COMPETITIVENESS AND 
ATTRACTIVENESS OF CITIES/REGIONS

Aims:

• Improve the quality of life in cities and 
regions

• Promote polycentric development and 
territorial cooperation

• Address effects of demographic and 
social change

• Provision and management of cultural 
resources 



PRIORITIES  & FINANCIAL 
ALLOCATION

ERDF budgetERDF budget NationalNational
contributioncontribution Total budgetTotal budget CoCo--financing financing 

raterate

231 Mio. EUR 52 Mio. EUR 283 Mio. EUR 75% - 85%

PrioritiesPriorities ERDFERDF

P1 - FACILITATING INNOVATION ACROSS CENTRAL EUROPE 49 Mio. EUR

P2 - IMPROVING ACCESSIBILITY TO, AND WITHIN, CENTRAL EUROPE 64 Mio. EUR

P3 - USING OUR ENVIRONMENT RESPONSIBLY 64 Mio. EUR

P4 - ENHANCING COMPETITIVENESS AND ATTRACTIVENESS OF CITIES 
AND REGIONS

54 Mio. EUR



EXPECTED PROJECTS:
Size and duration

Indicative project size
●1-5 million EUR of total budget
●In exceptional cases also smaller or larger 
projects can  be funded

Indicative project duration
●Between 30 - 36 months 
●Maximum 48 months



EXPECTED PROJECTS

Key words

● Innovation
● Relevance
● Added value
● Quality 
● Result orientation



QUALITY CHARACTERISTICS

● Transnational thematic focus and partnership

● Clear added value 

● Effective knowledge creation and transfer

● Coherent approach and effective 
management

● Concrete and visible outputs and results with
a focus on actual implementation



Project proposals  1st call

Results of  the 1st call



Project proposals per priority 

Results of  the 1st call



Lead applicants per country  

* no project approved

Results of  the 1st call



Project 
partners 

per country

Results of  the 1st call



● Open for all priorities

● ERDF budget around 70 Mio. €

● Indicative launch of the 2nd call: 7 January 2009

● Indicative closure of the 2nd call: 18 March 2009

● Partner Search Forum : 16-17 December in Poznan (PL)

● Private institutions as Lead Partners - Priority 1 only

● Partners from EU regions outside CENTRAL EUROPE - up to 20% of 
requested ERDF

Outlook to the 2nd call



Programme website: www.central2013.eu

● Thematically structured in line with 
four programme priorities 

● Clear navigation

● Thematic News section

● Calendar of thematic and 
programme events 

● People/Member section with 
networking functions: More than 
1200 registered users

● Project Idea Database

● Links to tools & resources

JTS SUPPORT - ONLINE



● Geographically spread Lead Applicant Briefings for every call

● Partner Search Forums 

● Individual guidance to project applicants

● Thematic seminars 

● Telephone + email inquiries

● National hotlines for general programme info and early-stage 
project guidance (Contact Points)

JTS SUPPORT - OFFLINE



Thank you for your attention!


